United States Patent and Trademark Office 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
I nilid Stall-, l'atint and Trademark Office 

Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS 



APPLICATION NO. 



10/595,234 



FILING DATE 



01/31/2007 



33356 7590 

SoCAL IP LAW GROUP LLP 

310 N. WESTLAKE BLVD. STE 120 

WESTLAKE VILLAGE, CA 91362 



FIRST NAMED INVENTOR 



Yoshihiro Akai 



ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. CONFIRMATION NO. 



SW24-P07058US 



WONG, TINA MEI SENG 



PAPER NUMBER 



DELIVERY MODE 



Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or proceeding. 

The time period for reply, if any, is set in the attached communication. 



PTOL-90A (Rev. 04/07) 



l/ffflrC? nVrliUli Otfff Iff ids y 


Application No. 

10/595,234 


Applicant(s) 

AKAI ET AL. 


Examiner 

TINAM. WONG 


Art Unit 

2874 





- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address — 
Period for Reply 
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Disposition of Claims 

4) ^ Claim(s) 1,3.4.6,7.10 and 11 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 
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DETAILED ACTION 

This Office action is responsive to Applicant's response submitted 22 January 2009. The 
applicant's arguments have been carefully studied and re-evaluated by the examiner. The 
arguments advanced therein, considered together with the amendments made to the claims, are 
persuasive and the rejections based upon prior art made of record in the previous Office Action 
are withdrawn. During a careful review of the prior art of record in this application, however, it 
has been discovered the prior art relied in the previous Office Action is still relevant and 
applicable. Accordingly, a new rejection is set forth below. This action is not made final. 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such thai the subject mallei' as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

Claim 7 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over U.S. Patent 
5,936,695 to Hida et al. 

Hida et al teaches a liquid crystal panel comprising a specified figure (271,273,371, 373) 
that is formed on one side of one substrate, sealing material (501) that is applied to provide a 
liquid crystal encapsulation opening (5 1 1,521) in the vicinity of the specified figure; a second 
substrate whose side is joined to the first substrate by means of the sealing material, liquid 
crystal material that is encapsulated between the pair of substrates (100, 300), and a closing 
member for closing the liquid crystal encapsulation opening (551,553). Hida et al further teaches 
the specified figure to consist of two lines that extends to the edge of the liquid crystal 
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encapsulation opening and are arranged between two points of the sealing material. But Hida et 
al fails to explicitly state for the sealing material applied to the first substrate to have a start and 
end point at predetermined positions with respect to a specified figure. However, the start and 
end point of the sealing material could be any arbitrary point within the gap between the first and 
second substrates of Hida et al. Furthermore, the term "predetermined position" does not clearly 
define or point to a specific position along the sealing material. Therefore, one can reasonably 
construe any point to be a predetermined position as long as it is determined ahead of time. Since 
liquid crystal panels are generally formed in an assembly format, it would be wise for one of 
ordinary skill to predetermine a starting and ending position in order to simplify manufacturing. 
Further, since Hida et al can reasonably be interpreted to include a sealing material applied to the 
first substrate to have a start and end point at predetermined positions with respect to a specified 
figure, it can then be identified in Figure 1 a space between two arbitrary points to provide a 
liquid crystal encapsulation opening in the vicinity. 

But Hida et al fails to explicitly teach the two lines to be parallel to each other. Instead 
Hida et al teaches a cross configuration. However, it would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to have a set lines in the cross 
configuration (with two intersecting lines) or the parallel configuration since the function of 
either line does not change the end resultant outcome of determining a start and stop position. 
Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 1, 3, 4, 6, 10 and 11 are allowed. The prior art of record fails to disclose or 
reasonably suggest forming a seal/predetermined pattern by detecting a specified figure in order 
to position an encapsulation opening and a start/stop point for a sealing pattern in addition to the 
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accompanying features of the independent claim and the intervening claims. Additionally, See 
Applicant's arguments received 22 January 2009, Pages 9 and 10 of 13. 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments with respect to claim 7 have been considered but are moot in view 
of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Applicant's arguments, with respect to claims 1, 3, 4, 6, 10 and 1 1 have been fully 
considered and are persuasive. The rejection set forth in the Final office action mailed 24 
October 2008 has been withdrawn. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to TINA M. WONG whose telephone number is (571)272-2352. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 8:30-5:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Uyen-Chau Le can be reached on (571) 272-2397. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



/Tina M Wong/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2874 



